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Cultural Understanding & Language Proficiency (CULP)

Cadet Reilly Keenan - Romania

US Army and Romanian Naval cadets get together for a picture after a day 

on the lake. The Romanians taught the US cadets how to sail and row.

Constanta, Romania – From May 21th to June 21th,  

Cadet Keenan and ten fellow cadets from around 

the country engaged in a CULP mission in 

Constanta, Romania. A majority of the mission 

consisted of military-to-military training at Mircea 

cel Bătrân Naval Academy and cultural immersion 

in the town Constanta. During mil to mil training, 

the CULP Team learned how to navigate and drive 

a ship using the Naval Academy's world class 

simulators. The team was also taught basic 

seamanship skills, such as sailing and rowing, 

during hands on practice. The most mentally and 

physically challenging part of the mission was the 

“Savage Eagle” night.  “Savage Eagle” was an 

overnight training exercise hosted by 

1st battalion, 8th Infantry Regiment at Mihail Kogalniceanu Air Base in Constanta. Throughout the night, US and 

Romanian cadets worked together to complete different “Ranger Challenge” type missions. This tested cadets’ 

leadership under pressure due to factors such as language barriers and fatigue. As far as cultural immersion, the 

cadets spent much of their free time with Romanian cadets and community members. The CULP team visited two 

Romanian orphanages, an animal shelter and many ancient historical sites. Cadet Keenan said, “This experience 

has meant so much to me. Being that this trip was my first time out of the country, it has opened my eyes to the 

cultural differences even one country has to offer. I will use the lessons and skills I have leaned to make myself a 

better cadet and a better person. I know this experience will be beneficial in my career in the US Army.” 


